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Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY

Rite I: 7:30 a.m.
Rite II: 10:30 a.m.

TUESDAY

Suspended until 
further notice

Evening Prayer

Suspended until 
further notice

Inside   

Bible Study

Rector Introduction

Book Review

Holy Week Schedule

Blessed and Affirmed
Dear Parish Family,

In the days of the Roman Republic, generals who had won great battles were rewarded with a 
ceremony called a triumph.

The successful commander wore a special gold-embroidered toga and a laurel crown. 
Accompanied by his wife and children, he rode in a four-horse chariot through the streets of 
Rome to the temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline Hill. Wagons loaded with the booty of war were 
driven through the streets. The general’s troops marched before him in parade order. Also part 
of the procession were enslaved prisoners, and, occasionally, captured kings and queens. 
Days of sacrifices and feasting were declared in honor of the victor. He was then allowed to 
display the laurel crown at the door of his home.

By the time of Jesus, the ceremony of the triumph was reserved to the Emperor alone, and was 
of a scale and magnificence appropriate to these great rulers.

Imagine with me one of the Romans who governed Judea watching a curious procession one 
day in about 30 AD. Coming into the city from the village of Bethphage is a man on a donkey. 
He sits on a few cloaks that have been thrown over the beast’s back. A crowd of followers 
cheers the man. Some have pulled branches down from trees; they wave them about, or throw 
them onto the road. They acclaim the man with titles of royalty.

What would our imaginary Roman make of this? Perhaps a condescending sneer would curl his 
lips, as he watched this apparent parody of the great ceremonies in Rome. A donkey? Really? 
The use of kingly language about this man is, however, a bit troubling. These excitable mobs in 
the provinces have been known to get out of control. Perhaps a word with the Roman governor 
would be in order.

But Jesus’s triumph was only beginning. It was to be ultimately played out not only with this 
public procession, but with the coming events at a meal with his friends, agonized prayer in a 
garden, a humiliating arrest, a mocking interrogation, a hurried trial, torture, and death as a 
seditionist.

The Roman ceremony was designed to make the triumphator seem as godlike as possible. 
Jesus’s triumph lay in his sharing of the most difficult human experiences—rejection, shame, 
and even death itself with all of humanity. So did the true God enter into the fullness of our lives.

The final triumph of Jesus was not over some provincial enemy on the fringes of an empire. It 
was in taking the fullness of humanity into the Realm of God, and beckoning us to follow. In 
rising to life, he raises all of us. All that we are is blessed and affirmed. The crown of victory is 
offered to each of us.

Happy Easter!

Rev. John Borrego
Priest at St. John’s
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THE LESSONS
Lectionary Year B

APRIL 4 
Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43
or Isaiah 25:6-9
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
or Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18
or Mark 16:1-8
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

APRIL 11
Second Sunday in 
Easter
Acts 4:32-35
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31
Psalm 133

APRIL 18
Third Sunday in Easter
Acts 3:12-19
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48
Psalm 4

APRIL 25
Fourth Sunday in Easter
Acts 4:5-12
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18
Psalm 23

In April, the "Knit" Night fellowship and needlework group will have a Zoom virtual gathering the 3rd Thursday, 
April 15, 8:00 - 8:40 p.m. We'll skip the 1st Thursday, in order to keep the focus on Holy Week, including 
observing Maundy Thursday. We hope to return to in-person gatherings in May, if Covid-19 concerns 
continue to improve. 

 As we chat, it's a time to work on any type of needlework or craft project of your choice. It's also fine to join 
us just for conversation and comradery, no stitching or crafting required. If you're interested in learning new 
skills, we have members happy to help. 

The link is the same for Morning and Evening Prayer, as shown below. Please contact Melody Palm at (309) 
825-6963 or mapalm@ilstu.edu if you have any questions. 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  

St. John’s Knit Night

Good morning & Happy Easter!  I’m Holly Cole 
Senior Warden here at St. John’s with an 
exciting announcement!  After a year-long 
search for a new rector that involved many 
hours of thought, prayer and discernment, I am 
so pleased to announce that the Rev. James 
Detrich has accepted the call to be the next 
rector at St. John’s. Fr. Detrich comes to us 
from St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Farmers 
Branch, Texas. He and his wife L’Etta will be 

joining us on Sunday April 18th. I want to 
extend my deepest gratitude to the search 
committee and sub committees and the Vestry 

New Rector Coming to St. John’s

for their time, dedication and prayers throughout the search and discernment process. 
Ans my thanks also to the congregation for your prayers, patience and encouragement 
as we embarked on this very important work.  Finally, I also want to thank Fr. John 
Borrego, who served an interim preacher for the past year, and to Deacon James 
Tyree.  Your spiritual leadership and guidance were exactly what we needed to get 
thought this challenging time.  Please join me in welcoming Fr. James Detrich and his 
wife L’Etta to St. John’s!  

Wishing you peace and the blessings of God,

Holly Cole, Senior Warden



APRIL 2021 :  3

Online Church Service Options 
Wednesday Services: The Rev. James Tyree, our deacon, is offering a midweek prayer service and a homily reflecting 
on the life and ministry of Episcopal saints. The videos are available on the St. John’s website, https://
episcopalnorman.org/videos.aspx.   

Adult Sunday School: Owen Mills and Anne Hutchison lead a Sunday School class for adults via Zoom from 9:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. CRISPR – Endowed with God-like Powers, How will Mankind Respond – Beginning on April 18 and continuing 
for four successive Sundays, our Adult Sunday School will view the PBS special “Human Nature - A Provocative 
Exploration of CRISPR's Far-Reaching Implications,” online.  Via video conferencing (Zoom), we will examine how God’s 
laws can guide us in this new unknown, and how organize religion can serve as a forum to discuss these types of topics 
and provide us a place of comfort. If you are interested in joining our Zoom class send a request to owen.mills@att.net to 
get your Zoom link.

St. John’s Evening Prayer: Starting on Palm Sunday when the church reopens for in-person worship, we will no longer be 
having zoom morning prayer at 11AM.  However, because many folks may not yet be ready to return, we will continue 
zoom evening prayer on Sundays at 5PM.  Please join us!  

Evening Prayer at 5PM on Sundays

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
PALM SUNDAY

March 28 – 7:30 AM and 10:30 AM

The 10:30 Service will be in the courtyard, weather permitting

MAUNDY THURSDAY to GOOD FRIDAY

April 1 – April 2

Prayer Vigil in the Chapel from 7:00 PM through noon on Good Friday

GOOD FRIDAY

April 2

Noon: Stations of the Cross
(Gather in the Nave)

EASTER SUNDAY

April 4 – 7:30 and 10:30 AM

VIRTUAL WORSHIP FOR PALM SUNDAY, MAUNDY THURSDAY, GOOD FRIDAY AND 
THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

WILL BE POSTED ON ST. JOHN’S WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE



4 :  ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL

We all love to color! Have fun decorating the bunny and the eggs, and Happy Easter!  
Source: https://www.crayola.com/free-coloring-pages/print/easter-eggs-coloring-page/
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The Wednesday evening Bible discussions on Zoom will continue in April and last through the Easter 
season. Meetings will begin on April 14. 

You are warmly invited to join us whenever your schedule allows. The Wednesday Zoom Bible 
discussions are led by Deacon James Tyree, but everyone shares in conversation as much or as 
little as they like. But every week, discussions are fun, engaging, and informative as we learn and 
discern a little more about what is in our Bibles. If you have questions, call or text Deacon James any 
time at 405-820-1851.

Topic: Wednesday Zoom Bible Discussions

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84913702908?pwd=bXFqemtFbTY1end4eDQ1eVhRaU5SQT09

Meeting ID: 849 1370 2908
Passcode: 040014

Bible Study for Easter Season

Adult Sunday class will continue a conversation on The Challenges of Being a Police Officer with our 
very own lieutenant Greg Taylor, retired. After 30 years on the OKC Police Department, Greg will 
share with us some insights and experiences from the several positions he held during that time and 
give us a chance to have thoughtful discussion on some of the current challenges with policing 
across the nation. And then later in April…
CRISPR – Endowed with God-like Powers, How will Mankind Respond – 
Beginning on April 18 and continuing for four successive Sundays, our Adult Sunday School will 
view the PBS special “Human Nature - A Provocative Exploration of CRISPR's Far-Reaching 
Implications,” online.  Via video conferencing (Zoom), we will examine how God’s laws can guide us 
in this new unknown, and how organize religion can serve as a forum to discuss these types of 
topics and provide us a place of comfort.
  If you are interested in joining our Zoom class send a request to owen.mills@att.net to get your 
Zoom link.

Adult Sunday School New

mailto:owen.mills@att.net


THE CHURCH AT A TURNING POINT 
TOWARD RESURRECTION
Stephanie Spellers, The Church Cracked Open: 
Disruption, Decline, and New Hope for Beloved 
Community.  New York: Church Publishing, 2021.  Available in e-
book & paperback @ $14-17.

Celebrating Easter, online and in person, we emerge after a most 
challenging year to begin new life together at St. John’s, 
welcoming Father Detrich. The Church Cracked Open calls for our 
attentive pause in this present moment, for deep study and prayer, 
before returning thoughtlessly to the way we used to be. The 
Education for Ministry program has selected it for next year, and 
from it I have learned much about our Episcopal Church’s history 
that I had long wondered about—both bitterly painful and truly 
awe-inspiring—the present moment’s past from which we must 
grow into our future. Its author is the Rev. Canon Stephanie 
Spellers, the Presiding Bishop’s Canon for Evangelism, 
Reconciliation, and Creation and co-author of The Episcopal Way 
in the “Church’s Teachings for a Changing World” series (2014).  
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With the national church’s prophetic purpose of leading us to create “Beloved Community” amid 
pandemic, it comes with a free online reflection guide (and direct contact with Spellers herself!), useful for our 
lay ministries in education and outreach:  www.churchpublishing.org/churchcrackedopen. At this web address 
you will also find a page that can instruct all our lay ministers simply and powerfully, mapping what Spellers 
has aptly named Stewardship of Privilege, which means “Using Your Power as Jesus Used His.” That is what 
this must-read book is all about.  Spellers opens with her own “fervent prayer… that you will examine your life 
and the life of your church, and the systems and assumptions that shape both. I hope you will become less 
anxious about how you and your community are cracking open, and more curious about how God might 
remake you as a true community of love.” 

The “cracked open” metaphor comes from Mark 14: 3-9. Jesus visits a leper’s home, where “a woman 
came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment 
on his head.” That action shocked all present, but Jesus rebuffed their scorn to commend her. Comparing that 
moment to our present “decline, pandemic, reckonings, loss, and disruption,” to “the cracked reality of the 
things” we have most loved, Spellers celebrates “A woman of means…  with her own ideas…  to be reckoned 
with,” who “wants the healing nard to flow onto Jesus like rivers, like power, and there is only one way to get 
that kind of free flow. Crack it open.” This book cracks open our present reality as a national church in apparent 
systemic decline, offers hope for Beloved Community, confronts our common sin of “self-centrism,” confesses 
our seldom-told story as “the church of empire,” and shares life stories of Episcopalians who moved from self-
centrism and privilege to ally with “the persecuted and rejected.” Also, this book offers St. John’s adult Sunday-
Schoolers an opportunity to revisit the Rule of Life they studied as the “Way of Love,” but now informed by 
church history and recent challenges.  Its narrative reads quickly and easily, while opening eyes, ears, hearts, 
and minds to conversion and new joy.

--Reviewed by Susan Laird
FROM ST. JOHN’S LIBRARY
This monthly column in Evangel features short reviews of books from the parish library as well as Episcopal Church 
Publishing and cathedral stores, and the Education for Ministry program at Sewanee, or books recommended by our 
rector. Books reviewed need not be brand-new, but should serve the purpose of expanding our learning resources for 
spiritual growth—perhaps also introducing texts for study by parish groups and Sunday School classes. To participate in 
this educational lay ministry, contact parish librarian Anne Harris anneharris636@gmail.com or Susan Laird 
susielaird@icloud.com, or Evangel editor Merrie Beard merrie@episcopalnorman.org. Submission deadline: third Sunday 
of each month, about 200-500 words.

http://www.churchpublishing.org/churchcrackedopen
mailto:anneharris636@gmail.com
mailto:susielaird@icloud.com
mailto:merrie@episcopalnorman.org


ONLINE GIVING
Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making pledge payments online. If you are interested in doing 
so as well, go to episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left corner. There is a simple form to 
complete; be sure to also complete the memo with what the donation is for. You can use this to pay for altar flowers, 
make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program facilitated by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 
321-3020. 

VESTRY

Holly Cole
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

Martha White 
Chuck Palm
Greg Taylor

Ulli Nollert
Owen Mills

Roshni Robert
Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed
George Elassal

St. John’s at a Glance
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STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. John Borrego
Interim Priest (through April 11): 321-3020

The Rev. James Detrich
Priest (beginning April 18): 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
Deacon

Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
Organist/choirmaster

Emma Brown
Youth Minister

ADDRESS: 235 W. Duffy, Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2088 Norman, OK  73070

PHONE: 405-321-3020
WEBSITE: www.episcopalnorman.org

EMAIL: staff@episcopalnorman.org
OFFICE HOURS: Sunday-Thursday by appointment

FURTHER RESOURCES

> Keep up with the news of the diocese 
at:   www.epiok.org 

> Connect with the wider Episcopal 
Church: www.episcopalchurch.org

> Find the Liturgical Readings: 
www.lectionarypage.net

> Find the Book of Common Prayer 
online at: bcponline.org

PRAYER REQUESTS
Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office, sending an email to staff@episcopalnorman.org, or 
online at www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request.  Requests will be added to the Prayers of the People, unless you 
would like your request kept private.

PASTORAL CARE 
The church is committed to the well-being of its members through caring relationships and kind actions. The 
Congregational Care committee and St. John’s staff are placing calls to check on our parishioners during COVID-19. The 
rector is also available for pastoral care via phone or email. If you or someone you know need care from the 
Congregational Care committee, please contact the church office at 321-3020, or staff@episcopalnorman.org.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S

*all-night vigil, April 1-2

*Easter Sunday, April 4 (services at 

7:30 and 10:30)

*Fr. Detrich’s first Sunday, April 18

*Bishop’s visit, June 6

.
 

Please join us for Fr. James Detrich’s first Sunday 
at St. John’s on April 18! 

Bishop Poulson Reed’s first visit has been 
postponed to June 6th—mark your calendars!


